Guidance to Pilot Gig Coxswains
Navigating the River Fowey

This guidance has been produced by Fowey Harbour Commissioners to assist Gig
Coxswains in safely navigating the harbour and avoiding incidents with other
water users.

Rules of the Road

All Coxswains should be familiar with the International Regulations for preventing collisions at
sea 1972. These are the internationally applied regulations for ensuring all vessels can take
proper and effective action to avoid collision. They apply for all vessels including vessels under
oars. The rules that are particularly relevant to Fowey harbour are:

Rule 5 — Look-out

“Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper lookout by sight and by hearing as well as by
all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make
a full appraisal of the situation and the risk of collision”

The Coxswain as the only crew member facing forward must keep a good lookout. If they are
in any doubt as to what is ahead of them then see the next rule regarding safe speed.

Rule 6 — Safe Speed

“ Every vessel at all times shall proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and
effective action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the
prevailing circumstances and conditions.”

If visibility is poor or the Coxswains view is obscured, then the speed should be adjusted so
that if the boat needs to be stopped suddenly then it can, and therefore the consequences of
any collision are reduced due to the slow speed.
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Rule 8 — Action to avoid collision

“Any action taken to avoid collision shall be taken in accordance with the rules of this part and
shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, be positive, made in ample time and with due
regard to the observance of good seamanship.”

If gigs are approaching on a collision course, then early action should be taken and ample
enough to make the actions clear to the other vessel.

Rule 9 — Narrow channels

“a) A vessel proceeding along the course of a narrow channel or fairway shall keep as near to
the outer limit of the channel or fairway which lies on her starboard side as is safe and
practicable.

b) A vessel of less than 20m in length or a sailing vessel shall not impede the passage of a
vessel which can safely navigate only within a narrow channel or fairway”

“f) A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a narrow channel or fairway where other vessels may
be obscured by an intervening obstruction shall navigate with particular alertness and
caution.”

The whole of the Fowey estuary is classed as a narrow channel. Therefore, Gigs shall proceed
on the Fowey side when heading downriver and the Bodinnick side when heading upriver. This
creates a counterclockwise system to keep vessels well clear of one another.

Gigs are to keep well clear of larger vessels transiting the river that are unable to deviate from
their course.

When approaching a bend in the river, especially on No. 5 buoy, navigate with caution and
give a wide berth when proceeding up-river to allow other vessels to proceed down river on
the Fowey side.
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Upper Harbour

Points of note:

1. Blind bend around No. 5 buoy, navigate with caution.

2. Swing ground for ships up to 95m, give swinging vessels a wide berth.

3. Strong currents around No.8 buoy, navigate with caution, especially mid
flood/ebb (2-4hrs before/after HW).

4. Strong currents flow between the moorings in Wisemans Reach, be
aware if going through moorings, especially when going with the flow as
steerage will be reduced.
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Mid Harbour

Points of note:

1. Car ferry crosses regularly and has right of way at all times.
2. Vessels may depart pontoons without due caution, keep a good look out
when passing near to pontoons.
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Lower Harbour

Points of Note:

1.

Swing ground for vessels greater than 95m. Give large vessels and tugs a
wide berth.

Swim areas, keep well clear.

Passenger ferry crossing regularly, has same right of way as any other
power-driven vessel, be prepared to give way if it fails to do as required.
When the tide is ebbing (flowing out) and the wind is from a southerly
direction a steep chop can be expected in the harbour mouth.
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Emergency Procedures
Fowey Harbour Office should be contacted immediately in case of any accident or emergency.
Fowey Harbour will coordinate any actions and further emergency services that are required.

If the incident is minor and does not require assistance, then a report can be made to the
Harbour Office as soon as practicable.

Every Coxswain shall ensure that they have a means of calling for help when on the water.
A waterproof VHF radio and a mobile phone are highly recommended.

By VHF:
Fowey Harbour Radio VHF Ch12

Monitored during weekdays 0800-1630 during winter and 7 days a week 0800-1900 April-
October

By Telephone:
01726 832471

This will take you through to the Harbour Office in working hours and to the Duty Harbour
Officer (option #) out of hours.

By Email:

reception@foweyharbour.co.uk

Monitored daily.

Page 6 of 6
March 2024


mailto:reception@foweyharbour.co.uk

