
 

BPA & UKHMA Statement on Marine Leisure Activities 

  

The British Ports Association and UK Harbour Master’s Association have been liaising with 

Government and other industry bodies about the easing of lockdown restrictions in respect of 

marine leisure activities.  

Following this week’s UK Government announcements on the phased lifting of Covid-19 restrictions 

across the economy many in the leisure sector have been asking what this means for our industry 

and there has been an understandable interest from many leisure users who want to get back out on 

the water.  

We are all extremely keen to see this, but marinas, ports and others in the sector will need to 

consider the Government’s latest guidance (as it becomes available) in respect of which activities 

will be permitted in all parts of the UK. The BPA and UKHMA have therefore prepared the below 

note which members may wish to issue to their port users and stakeholders: 

 -----------------  

The Government has not yet issued any specific guidance on leisure marine activities and a number 

of important issues surrounding the potential reopening of marinas, slipways, pontoons etc. and 

access to leisure vessels still require urgent clarification by Government. Although we expect that 

specific Government advice will confirm that certain sailing activities and water sports will be able to 

start shortly, marine leisure facilities around the country will need to be assessed and prepared to 

accommodate social distancing and hygiene measures. 

 The British Ports Association (“BPA”) and UK Harbour Master’s Association (“UKHMA”) have been in 

daily contact with relevant Government departments and are assured that further guidance is 

expected to be released shortly. The more general Transport Sector guidance released today, makes 

it clear that organisations are expected to consider it in full and translate its principles and examples 

into specific actions. To comply with their legal Health and Safety obligations organisations also need 

to ensure that risk assessments (which take account of relevant guidance) have been carried out and 

suitable policies and procedures put in place. To do this properly and safely takes time. As such a 

short period of time is therefore needed, once the more specific guidance is released to prepare to 

ensure safety for users, staff and also the public. This also means that there are likely to be certain 

measures we all need to follow that could alter what leisure users can do. 

 The BPA and UKHMA therefore suggest that Fowey Harbour Commissioners consider waiting for the 

more specific guidance to be issued before easing their current restrictions. The intervening period 

can be used to consider the newly released Transport Sector guidance and to prepare the relevant 

policies and procedures. These can then be adapted following the release of the more specific 

guidance. 

 In the meantime for the safety of everyone, we would ask that recreational marine leisure users 

remain patient and understanding as we continue to cooperate and work closely with Government. 

We will be in touch again shortly once we have a further update. 

 ----------------- 

 


